Dear, dear Joe, , , 

v 3/13/90 

lour much-appreciated letters of the 8th. 8th -,nH mt-v. n 

to sre 

- «. jht ^ xtLrs? 

experiences, which are°not atypSal^If^; 0 ^ 6 ^] f° ne ’ 6Xcept for personal 

■ ; hat you have in mind I'll copy tlae ’cover and enclose ±V Ifl T ° 1 ° ser J thmi raost to 
'Ard You Ifow, Or Have You Ever Been, In ?BT%S It w n °' tf lts title is ’ 

lawyers in hew York J±ty. Yhe Univer^-+u Ir u- . done by a c ° mi ittee of 

Eiy lawsuits. (5 ° f W;LscorL3:ui also turned out a book on one of 

One thing you have not understood is that x Vvnr« - a .1 -r. 

reasons for my thinking it won't work but I've also n ®* 1 V ® S±Ven you 

rejected the idea. also tobd you x have n °t entirely 

More, as 1 think I told you, I started keen a -r x-u >hc 

not been keeping copies before because, for one ^ £ the ™*^s *«• I'd 

lack of mobility and inability to stand stilly wi^fiij. ^ with Qy 

storing file folders vertically, JieD ° U ^ dGBk ’ ^ the desk 01 ^anizor, which permits 

all in planning the book.^And if iVo^n^ be able f° r<; Eiember it 

I'll leave for anyone who might waat to do'soJUhi^ sSl^in th.^futSe" “ ^ 

Past, o« SSt“es W Tl^TT. 1 ** «* them in the 

stitute for the records 1 did not 'make. * °° 606 raxlinisceaces wi H to a degree sub- 

^Pt all corresponde^'eiclp^r^tll^of t^!^ 1 Voluainous fil '- s and I've 

If I've made mistakes I'Ve also ^preserved theiTf L 1 * 1 °^ a + tlrLngs that 11 hl now keeping, 
at least 15,000 strangers when most of +h- ^J 0370 intereat * I,ve heard from 

for ne and some of vh time, whenlhf 00“^ ^ f ° r then to an address 

was returned to sender. My fi rst three" w/ 1, U ° longer torwarding our nail, it 

fourth has no address It JhST ^ left ±n 1967 *• 

Publisher did not change the add,^ ^ ^ ** 

ego rej^l ^ ^ «* do *" the kind of 

-Jiat - have done or the difficulties doing it posed Jaodesty about 

r> y ow n horn or putting it on paper. L posed * Put i als o do not go around tooting 

i'iX’S'fc book WQo 'tlli;* XinAt’" rirx T' <1 

about all the inl'omation, as distinguished fror-'Tdle ° m:XLSS10I i. I brought to light just 
ia not in support of the Ifficill ^Io£ef in -£ ** *** to ^ and 

did not publish of the available infomat£n for the T IT assassinations. ’Jhat I 
out of government files through rav i’YITA i •+ ' part I am the one who forced it 

«t to roopen F«, S ifSSlS ?<&*!?*** °f “ ' ,hi0h led to «■ — dtas of that 
not inconsiderable aohievenent, wrticaUrj, whS ? 1111110,1 l 111 ® 3 - 3 

when f did all of tliis and when mv first h n L 4. , -ft" f 5 cdL1 prac " lcal Purposes broke 
after my last book went to thrombosis was right 

all those records by litigation that ilgan after the fi^t^ 16 perCentage of then ’ 1 got 
nesses. Most of the tine I could not drive, t-, it. J. y aaries of serious ill- 

confer and since I960, I've not been able to dn^h’^ 0 ? 11 court hearings or to 

could drive me and could not use the bus any morl. 8 0 if I don^talk^b^t ^ ^ Wh ° 
aware oi both the importance and the unusu.lhes- of i t talk a “ 0ut xt » A ^ 

difi'iculties under wliich T did it. ° ° A 0 done ana ol phe exceptional 
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.I've never thought that anyone owes me anything for this. I do, genuinely, believe 
that iii unrepresentative society in particular citizens bear a responsibility djo the 
society. 1 do not mean this in the sense that JFK said ‘‘ask not what your country can do 
lor you, ask what you can do for your country!' There- are many, many people who are in 
urgent need of what their country can do for them and the - ajuffic^buntry should be doing 
those things for them. 

Me are. all of us, as see it, born with, in Robert Frost's words, promises to 
icpee in the mi les we go before we sleep, a time that is now much closer for me. (But as 
you will se** see in my yesterday's letter to Edwards, I do still try.) These promises 
vary greatly because all people do not liavo the same capabilities or visions or ideas. 

I. was able to do what x did so to the degree I succeeded J kept my promises and when I 
uid not succeed, I tried. And there is no more to it than that, I was a good citizen, 
and that should be an assumption, not something for which anything is owed. 

In some J-f ays a may have carried this to excess. In the early days, after my first 
book was. out, I made public appearances without the kind of honoraadLum that was usual 
and not infrequently without any honorarium. That was silly and it was shortsighted. I 
needed that income for daily needs and for the needs of my work. But it wai the wav I 
i.hen felt. 

T 1 

- can t begin to calculate the thousands of unpaid hours I've out in, without any 
compensation at all, helping others who, for the most part in more recent years, - have 
not agreed with. From making infomation available, to editing, to auudmg helping reporters 
and radio and TV people, even to helping promote competitive books, Hobody required this 
ox me. Jt is part of the promises to me. 

I’ve turned down an annuity for Idl, with her assent, for my files and instead have 
given them and all else awc*y, with no quid pro quo, because I thing they will be much more 
aseful as an archive at the local small college than where they'd have been with that 
annuity for •‘til. 

I| n trying to explain to you the way I am and the way I feel and why I do not have 
the required kind ot ego for the book you are urging on me, as I see it. 

Of course i'm not saying that there can't be more than one book on any sfuject and 
thau because of what has been published there are no prospects for anytliing else along 
.hose lines. »'hat j. am saying , though, is that the book will not serve a purpose not 
already served and that, to a degree, it would be ego indulgence, nothing wrong with that 
if jsne wants it. 

Were J able, thetfo^re other books I'd prefer, as I tliink I may have gone into in 
the recent past. (J don't now remember the recent past as well as I do the distant, I 
suppose a combination of age find the circulatory problems, which reduce the flow of 
blood to the brain somewhat.) What is attractive in what you have in mind is the fact that 

ix I get my energy back I won't have to search files for the material I need and for citation 
and quotation, no# precluded for me. Ho doctor has indicated that I'll ever be able to 
stand still again, for example, bo, without someone to do that for me, get the records and 
xefile them, ior all practical purposes most of my records are not accessible to me now. 

As you have not understood, I not only lack energy now, for the past ^ouple of weeks’ 

x ve been increasingly tired. I have my annual physical next week and I've written to 

the doctors at Johns ^opkins for appointments next month, the earliest the -^opkins cardio- 
logist said I should. Hast week the local cardiologist had me wear the 24-hour heart moni- 
tor and any time beginning yesterday it will be analyzed. If something shows up. I'll 
hear from him. 

^t is not only a lack of energy and tiredness. Tiredness did not keep me from working 
all day vesterady in the effort to help Edwards and his committee. But all of this is quite 
'disconcerting and it interferes seriously with concentration that is required for any 
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kind of writing, These medical problems intrude themselves and one can't tealiy do much 
about that. If I sit too long they sure do and if X don't and get up, and walk around as 
jy&m supposed to, that interferes with concentration, lou have to be able to concentrate 
to write. If you cannot the ’writing suffers much. 

I got up to go out for the mail but Lil wants that bit of exercise and when away 
from the typewriter something else came to mind, which has me skipping back a bit. a dear 
friend who is a history professor coauthored the only professional, scholarly biblio- 
graphy of the field in which I work. I have his biblio, I've been told he speaks very 
highly of my work, and I've not read it. I suppose in part this is because I do not want 
to be influenced by anything line that, kudos. The work I did should not be influenced 
by any such considerations or whether it will be liked or not liked, praised or not praised. 
v And having said this, perhaps - should read it in the event at some point citation of 
it serves a useful purpose, something other than ego gratification. 

x ou do not .understand the medical restrictions and limitations I'{j under. Today it 
it now 70 degrees, a beautiful day. ->■ have fruit trees that should be sprayed but the 
cardiologist said no and I'm not doing it. That does bother me and when - look up and see 
how nice a day it is, this need intrudes into my mind. It is not that the value of the 
fruit is that great. Rather is it that the trees will be protected from infestations. 
They'll be healthier trees. The spil here is not good and the trees can't survive be^ing 
weakencdas Hell as they could in planted in rich soil. If we lose a tree or two it will 
not be that big a deal, but we just don't want to lose them. 

Have to suspend from something in the mail. 

You say I have not given you a good reason for not accepting your offer. aside from 
the fact that I have not rejected it, I have given you reasons for my hesitancy that I 
think are not frivolous and are good. 

You say take a breather from some of the correspondence and do the book. x n order 
to do the hook I have to recall much more than I can by sitting fio$n and preparing 
an outline. Getting things on paper is one way of having them available. 

You ask if I believe that icay can prove the FBI killed j^ing. u f course not and 
I know of no reason to even suspect that it did. That is probably a notion he got from 
Mark lane. 

tJou ask if anyone has proved that J11C was killed as the result of a conspiracy. 

Under the law conspiracy requires a combination to do wrong and then an overt step in 
pursuit of the conspiracy, the letter to remove the question of free speech. If you have 
in mind who did it, then the ..answer id a clear not. But that the assassination was a 
conspiracy .£ did prove over and over agin by proving' that the crime was beyond the capabi- 
lity of any one person and thus was a conspiracy. To give you one illustration, I proved 
that shots came from at least two directions, and no one person could have done that. 

You sqy the public is satisfied with the official explanation and is wilxipg to 
let sleeping dogs lie. The latter may or may not jtfso bee. use there is no way for the 
public to let that be known. But when you say the people are satisfied, they never were, 
not a majority, and as of the last poll between 8 and 9 to 1 were not Satisfied. You ask 
who cares and the answer again is pretty clear, the people do care and say so but there 
is nothing they can do about it. 

I’m glad you liked rrjletters to ^noll an to Foontline. I've heard from him and 
I've written him further. I've sent you copies or they are enclosed. 

I’m not consumed about my roots but lately I've become curious and, never having 
tried to learn before, I'm making a few slight efforts. It is not a consuming passion. 

I agree with you that much of what is in my archive will not see the light of day 
but that is an argument against your proposal because it suggests that what effort I can 
expend in writing should be spent in bringing to light wh.t otherwise may never he. 
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The book you propose is not designed to bring to light what is not known. 

b here you refer to the documentation for the book you suggest, you have no idea the 
number of places to be searched and the volume in e.ch. It is not just the records in 
question- that the FBi and/or GU did disclose. £t is also the efforts to get them and 
what they refuse to disclose and the number of different lawsuits in which these materials 
were used and how and the many appeals in futile efforts. We are talking about a large 
number of file drawers. Any kind of systematic search is visionary. It would reouire 
too ranch reading of too many documents in too many files. The only way there can be a 

practical search, where there is documentation, is to be begin knowing what is wanted and 
then under"; -kiiig to find it. 

-ton refer to your ignorance about writing a bock and what it takes. That can be 
a ^ great variable, bhat can be veiy difficult for one person might bo easy, if that is the 
right word, for another. One kind of book can be easy for one writer while another kind 
of do<* can be quite difficult for him. For some people, some topic£ can make the great 
laoor of writing a book a joy and not a labot, while that same topic can be a loveless 
labor and a painful one,'L MdO, 

What may be hard for you to believe is a story i/ll tell you about my first book, 
wanted to continue with my researches so I signed a contract with a publisher who pro- 
vxded a coauthor, be met often, I gave hi* copie. of my research* ad we had a ‘contract to 
deliver the f Hashed manuscript 2/113/65. About the middle of January I found that this 
man, who’d been a professional writer all Ms life, was hopelessly lost and was getting 
lit-le done. We met in a Goman restaurant two friends of mine then had in Washington 
and we. decides, that I would do half and he would do half, and -Uien we decided what each 
-oulc. include, handle. He was then doing public relations for publicker in Hhila. so at 
the a ‘pointed time I drove up to go over what he had done. It was scandalous, unprintable 
and an outrageous political diatribe. He was even toying to prove that the aCLU was be- 
hind the assassination! Later I learned he was a friend and follower of William Buckley. 

I was so upset driving home that 1 gorge t to take the Baltimore ^eltway, which is the road 
here, and suddenly re-lized I was in the tunnel unuer the Baltimore harbor, on my way to 
Washington. The next morning I phoned the publisher, told him what I'd seen, and said that 
1 ft do the book and told him wliat x had drafted. I then mailed what I'd drafted to him and 
’.vent to work on the rest. B 0 y did I work! But i did half off the first book and Idl had 
tne last of what wrote re-typed and I f mailed it the 15th. It tookke about a month to 
write all of the fir&t book arid I didn t even have an outline on paper. And, among other 
things, it was runner-up for the mystery writers award in 1966. I had nothing to do with 
entering it and still flon t know how that h.. opened. They asked me for copies and I sent 
them. This, of course, oversimplifies much but it make.-, the point that while Lhad to work 
very hard and with almost no sleep, and I was under great emotional stress, doing it was 
not suffering and by and large I did it well. I've not had any error in it called to my 
attention and I know of none. 

Uhen I wrote my third book there then were other things I had to do, like promoting 
anQ mailing out the j-irst two. The text is not nearly as long and there ifl. a fairly 
extensive appendix, but on the 28th day after I wrote t^e foreword I had the first 100 
copies of the bound book at my hone. I have been able to work this fast in the past. 

But among other tilings, I was not writing about myself. 

In the past I've had a similar production record with the multitudinous affidavits 
I filed in court but I worked out an acceptable formula for doing them- responding to the 
government almost paragraph for . paragraph, so I had no real outline to do. I could sit 
-own and just go ahead and do it. Considerable effort was required for all th£ above but 
the chief requir .ment of tliat effort was energy, wliich I had in great abundance then. I 
had no emotional conflicts and I knew' the material. 

.. ve n«ver r«al_y written about myself^and frankly, I'm a bit uneasy about it. «nd 
unlixe what I was writing about in my books, I'd never given it any thought at all. Best, 
Fine columns, thanks. / ■ f 

v Li /u 



